Dear Council Member Robert Jackson:

I’m a resident of New York City.  I’m writing to request a public hearing on Resolution 82-2010, which was reintroduced by Council Member Gale Brewer in March 2010 and is now under review with your Committee on Education.  The Resolution calls on the New York City Department of Education to amend Chancellor’s Regulation A-812 in order to repeal the City’s ban on the sale of home-cooked foods in our schools.  

Last month parents held a Bake-In Rally down at City Hall demanding a repeal on the ban.  Approximately three hundred parents and their children turned out.  Our Public Advocate Bill de Blasio spoke at the rally as did Council Member Gale Brewer, both calling for a repeal on the ban.  The rally was an enormous success with media coverage from The New York Times, The Daily News, The Los Angeles Times, The Financial Times, The New Yorker, NPR, CBS, Fox News, WPIX and many other outlets.

Despite the public outcry from parents and citizens, the Department of Education has shown no inclination to repeal the ban.  I am requesting a public hearing on Resolution 82-2010, so that the Department of Education and our elected officials can finally hear from parents and citizens directly.  We cannot afford to set the precedence that the Department of Education, without consulting parents, can mandate to parents what they buy and feed their children if they want to raise money for our under-funded schools.  A public hearing on this Resolution is at heart about restoring the democratic process to our schools, so that parents have a say in policy that directly affects our children and schools.

I hope you will consider this request and hold a public hearing on Resolution 82-2010, so that the public can be made part of the dialogue about our children’s health and nutrition.

Sincerely,

